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The Adventure

Advent, Christmas, Epiphany

“Prepareyetheway” calls John the Baptist
toal whowould hear. Following the prophecy of
| saiah he exhorts hislistenersto makethe pathway
straight, saying that God will fill inthevalleysand
lower the mountains, and that the rough ways shall
be made smooth. But most important of all isthe
promisethat, “all flesh shall seethe salvation of
God.”

Every Advent we hear these wordsthat
challenge usto “ clean up our act” and get our
heartsin shapefor the coming of theLord. Some
years, thesewords strike my heart in aparticularly
poignant manner, while other years, the busyness
of preparing for al of the cel ebrations drowns out
the Baptist’'swords. The Church’scenturiesold
practice of setting asidethisAdvent time of
reflection and preparation for the celebration of the
Incarnation of the Godhead in Jesus, continuesto
call to us, whether wearewillingtolisten, hear,
and heed or not. It isGod who promisesthat all
flesh shall see salvation; God'spromise doesnot
depend on how | feel, or even how | react at any
giventime. Towhich| add“Haleluia’ and
“Thanksbeto God.”

Of course, the purpose of Advent isto pre-
pareour livesfor the cel ebration of the Nativity of

From the Bishop’s Desk

Jesus, the compl eteincarnation of God in human
flesh. Thebirth of the Christ child offersusthe
opportunity to realizein our owntime, placeand
lifesituation thereality of thelove of God made
manifest in human history, and eveninour own
story of God' ssaving grace. Weare ableto see
the depth which theloving God hasfor creation by
coming to usasoneof us.

Too often weforget that God is present with
usand constantly callsusto be the manifestation
for those around usof God the Son. Thatis
precisely what it meansto bethe Body of Christ,
that wonderful imagethat St. Paul givesusinhis
writings. Weareto bethe hands of Christ bringing
healing, comfort, and mercy tothosein need. We
areto bethelipsof Christ which proclaimthat the
Kingdom of God isupon us, that themercy and
love of God ishere, and that we areto love one
another as Christ lovesus. We areto bethefeet
of Christ to takethe Good Newsto every corner
of creation, to bear the burdens of our brothersand
sistersthat for them are unbearable, and to lead
thosetrapped in darknessinto thelight of the
Christ who welcomesall.

In this season of Advent and the beginning of
thisnew Christian year, | want to challengeevery

member of thisdioceseto reflect on the miracu-
louslifethat we havetogether. Aswemoveinto
the Seasons of Christmas and Epiphany, | want to
encourageyou to join mein reading reflectively the
Gospel of Luke, the primary Gospel for thisyear.
Take sometime each day and read a chapter or so
of Luke, and meditate on the Word Incarnate as
LukeproclaimsHim. Seek theLordinthe beauty
of theLiturgy, both the Daily Officesand the
Eucharistic celebration. Look for Christintheday
to day interactionsyou havewith all who cometo
you. Pray for the guidance of the Holy Spirit to
lead you and ustogether asthe Body of Christto
bethe manifest presence of the One who comes
that “all flesh shall seethe salvation of God.”

May thisseason of preparation beafruitful
and blessed timefor usall.

InChrigt,

ML
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Apportionment Resolution Procedures
and Request

At our diocesan conventionin November, a
resol ution was passed which alowsindividuasto
designatethat the portion of their pledgewhich
fundsthe parish apportionment, and which would
normally fund the budget of the Episcopa Church
may be designated to remain with the Diocese of
Northwest Texasinstead of being forwarded to the
Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society
(DFMS), the corporate entity of the Episcopal
Church.

Toelect thisoption, you must notify your
individual congregationinwritingonor before
January 15, 2004. Each congregation mustinturn
notify the diocese of the percentage of their total
pledge amount representing those who have
chosento exercisethisoption. (A smpleformwill
be sent to each congregation to report thisinfor-
mationtothediocese.) Onceall theinputsare
tabul ated, the diocesewill send each congregation
asummation of the overall impact on thediocese,
with each congregation listed.

Apportionmentswill be collected asusual
throughout theyear. Paymentsof our DFMS
asking, however, will bedifferent. Each month
when the diocesan business manager cuts acheck
to DFM Stherewill be aseparate check cut to the
Surplusand Deferred Expenditure (SADE)
account. Thetwo checkswill total the normal

monthly DFM Samount. All expenditures of
redirected fundswill then be paid fromthe SADE
account.

At thistimethereisno way to know the
amount of thefund which will be established by
the Diocese. However, it wastheintention of the
origina draftersof theresolutionthat thosefunds
be used for mission and ministry projects, not
merely to make up any budgetary shortfall.

At the special convention session on March
6th, 2004 at . Paul’ sonthe Plainsin Lubbock,
the budget committeewill present budget amend-
mentsasneeded. In addition, they will presenta
proposal for the expenditure of the funds not sent
to the Episcopal Church. Recently, aletter went to
all clergy, wardens, and treasurersrequesting
suggestionsfor the expenditures of thesefunds. A
form for offering specific use of these dollarswas
included. Any individual, group, or congregation
may submit aproposal. It isrequested that the
proposal include ascompl ete adescription of the
project aspossible, completewith financial costs
and how and when the fundswould be used.
Formscan befound inyour church office or by
caling the Episcopal Center (806-763-1370).
Pleaseforward your suggestionsto the Hulsey
Episcopa Center, 1802 Broadway, L ubbock, TX
79401 before January 30th.

Changes at the Hulsey
Episcopal Center

Beginning with the new church year, on
November 30, 2003, Holy Eucharist will becel-
ebrated weekly at the Hulsey Episcopal Center.
Theservicewill start at 8:30 every Wednesday
morning. Morning Prayer will continueto besaid
at the sametime on other workdays. Both ser-
vicesareopentoall. Pleasejoinus!

Beginning with the new secular year, on
January 1, 2004, the Hulsey Episcopal Center will
be closed on Fridays. Thisdecisionwasmadeto
moreeffectively utilize diocesan resources.
Exceptionsto thispolicy will bemadewhen
necessary, such asfor the Commission on Ministry
which traditionally meetson Fridays. Thenormal
officehoursin the new year will be8:30 am. until
5:00 p.m., Monday through Thursday.

Changes Coming to
The Adventure

Thisisthelast issue of The Adventure in
newspaper format. Futureissues can befound on
theinternet at www.nwt.org. If you are not on the
internet and would like aprinted copy, avery
limited number will beavailablefrom the Hulsey
Center.

Originaly, each family inthe diocesewas
mailed acopy of The Adventure. In an attempt to
reduce mailing coststhree yearsago, paid sub-
scriptionswereintroduced. Only asmall percent-
age of communicants participated. After ayear, it
was decided to mail enough copiesto each congre-
gation so that each family could pick-up acopy
when they attended church. Thismethod has not
been very successful.

Asatest, TheAdventure hasbeen available
on the Diocesan website for the past year. We
have been ableto use color photosand graphics.
Beginning in the spring, The Adventure will usea
letter-sizelayout, so that you can print afull-size
copy onyour printer, including color.

L ook for the February, 2004 L ent/Easter issue
of The Adventure on the Diocesan website at
WWW.Nwt.org.
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The primary feast day intheAnglican
Ka endar between Pentecost and Adventisthe
celebration of All Saints' Day onthefirst of
November. Onthisday (and often on the Sunday
following) webring out our festal hangingsand
vestments, and the church resoundswith Alleluias
and hymnsof praise.

Inthehymnsand liturgical textsfor thisday
wefind atriplestrain of thanksgiving and interces-
sion. First, thereisthe expression of gratitudeto
God for thelifeand witness of the heroes of the
faith-the apostles, patriarchs, and martyrs, whose
nameswe know and whose memory werevere.
Then, thereisthe commemoration of all who have
persevered inthefaith, and, finally, prayersfor the
departed that God will grant them mercy, light,
peace, and growth in the nearer presence of our
Lord and Savior.

Theword saint comesto us by way of the
Hebrew and Greek. It meansholy or set apart
andisgenerally used inthe Old Testament to refer
to those who are consecrated to the service of
God. Thenation of Israel was considered by the
prophetsa“holy people’—not by virtue of her
goodness, but rather by virtue of her calling. Inthe
words of Deuteronomy, “ You areapeopleholy to
the Lord your God; the L ord your God has chosen
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All Saints’ Day

you out of all the peopleson earth to be hispeople,
histreasured possession.”

Theearly Christians, likewise, saw them-
selvesasaBody who had inherited aparticul ar
relationshipto God. TheFirst Epistleof St Peter
underscoresthiscallinginthewordsto the Chris-
tiansinAsiaMinor: “You areachosenrace, a
royal priesthood, aholy nation, God’sown people;
inorder that you may proclaim the mighty actsof
himwho called you out of darknessinto hismar-
velouslight.” Inthislight the Churchistheheirto
God'spromiseto Abraham.

Therearenofirst- and second-class Chris-
tiansin the New Testament. All arecalled to be
saintsby virtue of being “in Christ.” Indeed, the
word soon comesto be asynonym for believer or
for Christian. & Paul’ sletters are addressed to
the“saintsat Philippi” or “thosecalled to be
saints’ in Corinth or Rome. Yet, eveninthis
genera usage, the overtonesof moral imperative
and aparticular destiny arecarried over. Weread,
e.g., inEphesians, “But fornication and impurity of
any kind, or greed, must not even be mentioned
among you, asisproper anong saints.” Thecall is
to becomein faith and practice what we already
areby virtue of our baptism and membershipin
Christ’ sBody, the Church.

Age of Persecution

By theend of thefirst Christian century, when
the Book of Revelation waswritten, asthe sword
of persecution began to claim moreand more
victims, theword saint often took on the meaning
of martyr. Weread, for example, in Revelation a
prophecy of the destruction of Babylonia, anot too
cryptic referenceto Rome: “With such violence
Babylonthegreat city will bethrown down, and
will befound nomore. ... Andin her wasfound
the blood of prophetsand of saints, and of all who
have been daughtered on earth.”

It wasthe memory of thefaith and courage of
thevictimsof the persecution that gaverisetothe
cult of the martyrsin the second and third centu-
riesof the Church’slife. Thiswasinoriginalocal
matter, for therewerein all thegreat Christian
centersmany who had giventheir livesfor their
allegiancetotherisen Lord. It wasoftenthe
anniversaries of their deathsthat were celebrated
by that particular community.

By thefourth century when the Church
officialy cameout of hiding, liturgical commemo-
ration of the Christian martyrsand saintswere
already developed, particularly inthe East. The
deacon St Ephraem of Syriaincludesreferencesto
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many of the saints, particularly the BlessedVirgin
Mary, in hisfourth-century hymnsand devotions.
St John Chrysostom, one of the great Fathers of
the Church, refersinthe early year of thefifth
century toan“All Saints Day” celebrated onthe
Sunday after Pentecost. The Eastern Orthodox
Church continuesto observethe Feast onthisday.
Thetroparia, or anthemin rhythmical prosethat
setsforth the significance of the day, readsas
follows: “Throughout theworld, thy Church, O
Christ our God, isadorned with the blood of thy
martyrsaswith purpleand finelinen. Through
them shecriesto thee: Send down thy pity upon
thy people, to thy community give peace, and shed
on our soulsthy great mercy.”

Western Europe

Thehistory of the observancesof All Saints
Day inWestern Christendomisharder totrace. In
some placesthe Eastern custom wasfollowed.
Generaly, local custom seemsto have prevailed.
Then onthe 13th of May, intheyear 609 or 610,
the Bishop of Rome, with permission of the
Emperor, consecrated the great pagan temple, the
Pantheon, as a Christian church dedicated to St
Mary and all Martyrs.

Itisnot hard to imaginethe symbolic value
and impact of thisceremony of consecration. In
the heart of the city that had once sacrificed
Chrigtianstothelions, thetempleof al thegods
became atemple of the One. An annual remem-
brance of thisdedication was established in Rome
and duplicated in other Christian centersthrough-
out thewesternworld. Some historiansbelieve
that the bones of many of the martyrswere moved
from the catacombsto the new churchinthe
former Pantheon. About acentury later achapel
inthebasilicaat the old St Peter’'sin Romewas
likewisededicated to All the Saints. Thissecond
consecration probably occurred on November the
first, and since that timethe feast has been cel-
ebrated of that day in western Christendom.

Medieval Distortions

Inthe course of the MiddleAgesagreat deal
of superstition and misunderstanding grew up
around popular devotiontothesaints. Extravagant
legends of the saintswere allowed to overshadow

the Christian gospel, and the calendar of saints
daysall but obliterated the seasonal character of
the Christian year aswell asthe sequential read-
ingsof Holy Scripturethat had formerly beenthe
rulefor the Daily Offices.

Parallel to thisconfusion over theroleof the
saintsinthelife of the Church, theregrew up
many abusesin regard to prayer for the departed.
Theancient custom of the cel ebration of the
Eucharist asacommemoration of the dead was
distortedinto a“trafficin masses,” and the so
called“chantry priests’ madetheir living by
offering requiem massesfor the departed of
particular families. Furthermore, the business of
indulgences made worse an already scandalous
abuse of piety. One of the most notorious offend-
erswasthe Dominican monk Johann Tetzel, the
adversary of Martin Luther. Tetzel isreported to
havetaught:

When the penny inthe coffer rings,
The soul from purgatory’sfire springs!

Itislittlewonder that inthereligiousferment
that swept Western Europein the 16th century,
therewas astrong reaction to these abuses, so
foreigntothegospel and thefaith of theearly
Church. Bothin Lutheran Germany andin
Calvin’ sGenevathe calendar of Saints Daysand
the practice of prayer for the dead were cast
aside.

TheEnglish Reformation

The English reform here, asin many other
aspects, wasmore conservative. Certain practices
weredefinitely discontinued-at least officidly, eg.,
the sale of indulgences, the multiplication of
massesfor the dead, and theinvocation of saints.
Yet the break with tradition was nowhere near as
radical asthat onthe Continent. Proper collects
and lessonswere provided for the Eucharist to be
celebrated in conjunction with the Buria Office,
commemoration of many New Testament saints
continued; andAll Saints' Day wasretainedinthe
Kaendar. Inthefirst English Prayer Book of
1549, wefind thefollowing paragraph at the
conclusion of Prayer for the Whole State of
Christ’'sChurch:

And herewe do give unto thee most
high praise, and hearty thanks, for the
wonderful graceand virtue, declared inall
thy saints, from the beginning of theworld:
And chiefly inthegloriousand most
blessed Virgin Mary, mother thy son Jesus
Christ our Lord and God, and inthe holy
Patriarchs, Prophets, Apostlesand Mar-
tyrs, whose example, O Lord, and stead-
fastnessinthy faith, and keeping thy holy
commandments, grant usto follow. We
commend unto thy mercy, O Lord, all other
thy servants, which are departed hence
fromus, withthesign of faith, and now do
rest inthe sleep of peace: Grant unto them,
we beseech thee, thy mercy and everlast-
ing peace. . . .

With the growing militancy of themore
Protestant element in the cabinet of young Edward
V1, however, this prayer along with other interces-
sionsfor the dead were omitted in the next edition
of the Prayer Book. A more generalized thanks-
giving for thefaithful departed wasrestored inthe
1662 edition of the Book of Common Prayer, and
this17th century Book isstill oneof theofficial
liturgiesof the Church of England. Thewording
foundintheRitel Serviceof the Eucharistin our
present Book isbrought over from theAmerican
revisonof 1928:

Andwealso blessthy holy Namefor
all thy servantsdeparted thislifeinthy
faith and fear; beseeching theeto grant
them continual growthinthy loveand
service, andto giveusgracesotofollow
their good exampl es, that with themwe
may be partakersof thy heavenly kingdom.

Similar petitionsarefound inthevarious
forms of the Prayers of the People used in con-
junctionwiththeRitell Service.

To say that we“blessGod'sname” isto give
thanks, to praise God for all those departed thislife
in God' sfaith and fear. Herewe sensethe unity
of thewhole Body of Christ from generationto
generation. We givethanksfor those we remem-
ber vividly, for those who are only names, and for

Continued on page 6



Page 6

The Adventure

Advent, Christmas, Epiphany

those whose names have been forgotten. The
communion of saintsincludesthewhole Christian
family. We pray that we may be given graceto
follow the good examples of our forebearsinthe
faith, that with them we may cometo those
unspeakablejoysthat God has prepared for all
wholovehim.

In many of our churchesonAll Saints' Day
(or the Sunday following) the names of the de-
parted areincluded not necessarily inthe Prayer of
I ntercession, but more particularly inthe Great
Thanksgiving itself. Using Eucharistic Prayer D,
whichisbased on the Eastern Orthodox Liturgy of
St Basil, we read the names of those parishioners
who have died during the past year aswell as
namesthat have comefrom membersof the
congregation. Followingthat list of names, the
prayer endsasfollows:

Remember dl thosewho havediedin
the peace of Christ, and those whosefaith
isknowntoyou aone; bring themintothe
place of eternal joy and light. And grant
that we may find our inheritance with the
Blessed Virgin Mary, with patriarchs,
prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and all the
saintswho have found favor withyouin
agespast. Wepraiseyou inunionwith
them and give you glory through your Son
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Notesfrom the columnist:

Biblical quotations have beentaken fromthe
New Revised Standard Version, 1989.

Other source materia includesMarion
Hatchett’'s Commentary on the American Prayer
Book (1980), Massey Shepherd's Oxford Ameri-
can Prayer Book Commentary (1950), and A
Manual of Eastern Orthodox Prayers published
by The Fellowship of Saint Alban and Saint Sergius
(1962).

The use of thewordKalendar (withaK) is
morethan aquaint anachronism; it refersto the
ecclesiasticd or liturgical calendar.

It hasbeen my privilegeto submit articlesfor
thisAnglican Reflections column over thelast
twoyears. | will beretiring asrector of
Emmanuel Church at the end of December and
moving toAustin shortly thereafter. | look forward
to keeping up with newsfrom the Diocese of
Northwest Texas by way of the Adventure aswell
asthemonthly newdetters.

JHL

Transitions

Jim Smart of St. Mark’s, Abilenehas
been made aCandidatefor Holy Orders. Jm
isinthe canonical processto becomeanon-
stipendiary priest serving . Mark’ sthrough
the diocese’'s Community Ministry initiative.

CeliaEllery and Amber Sturgesshave
also been made Candidatesfor Holy Orders.
Cdiaisstudying at Seminary of the Southwest
inAustin, and sheisdoing her field-work at
Emmanuel, SanAngelo. Amber continues her
studiesat Church Divinity School of the
Pecificin Berkley, California

Jane Dawson

Phil Ray

JaneDawson from Holy Trinity,
Midland and Phil Ray of Emmanuel, San
Angelo have both begun studies at Episcopa
Seminaries.

Janeislivingon campusat Genera
Seminary in New York, and taking coursesin
Old & New Testament, ChurchMusicand a
tutorial. Janeistheonly personin her
M.Div. classof thirty-two who wantsto
remaininnon-ordained ministry.

Phil commutestoAustin for weekend
classesat Seminary of the Southwest. Phil
isinthe Master of Artsin Pastoral Ministry
program, specidizingin Spiritual Formation,
and heisenrolledin*Biblical Foundationsfor
Contemporary Spirituality” and* Patternsof
Chrigtian Lifeand Leadership.”
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The Canon’s Comments....

The Reverend Canon J. Michael Ehmer
Canon to the Ordinary

“*Hanging Cabinets”

Weamost had adisaster in the Ehmer house
acoupleof weeksago. The cupboardin our utility
room came closeto falling off thewall. Had that
happened the cabinet would have been damaged,
thewall whereit hung would have been damaged,
and the washer and dryer |ocated beneath the
cabinet would have been damaged, but most
important of all, the contents of the cabinet would
have been damaged. That cabinet, you see, holds
most of the material | usein oneof my few
hobbies—beer making! Thetwenty-six plastic
bottles, full of beer inthe processof fermenting
and carbonating, could have been broken and
spilled all over theroom. Likel said, it could have
been areal disaster!

Fortunately, | had noticed light coming infrom
thetop, back part of the cabinet. Upon further
investigation, | could seethat the back of the
cabinet was separating from the frame (the top,
bottom and sides), and that the back itself was
coming away fromthewall. But whilethetop
was|eaning forward, the bottom part of the
cabinet appeared secure. | became even more
leery of the situation, however, when | noticed that
the bottom was secured with only two screws, one
on each side, whilethetop had three screwson
eachside.

After removing the cabinet from thewall |
laid it onitsface and re-connected the back to the
frameinamore securefashion. Then| turned my
attentiontothewall. Itdidn’t takelong to discover
that while the bottom two screws had been se-
curely anchoredinto studsinthewall, none of the
six top screwswereevenin mollies, much less
anchored into studs. No wonder the cabinet was
fdling off!

Wondering how many other cabinetsin our
two-year old house might not be secure; | con-
ducted animmediateinspection and found all to be
inorder. Then| returnedto theutility room,
located the studsin thewall, and put the cupboard
back up. Now there are eight good-sized screws
holding up the cabinet—two in each corner, and all
anchored into studs.

When the carpenter put up that cabinet (I'm
actually hoping it was a carpenter’sassistant) he
or shefailed to do thejob properly. Rather than
ensuring the cupboard was secured into studs, the
person gaveit afew tries (judging from thethree
holes on each side of thetop part of the cabinet)
and then just went on. I1n other words, heor she
failed to properly “hang” the cabinet.

Reflecting onthis, | began to think about how
we*“hang” our theological cabinets. Whenwe
come across problem areas, like the carpenter
came acrossin thetop part of my cabinet, dowe
giveit afew tries, hoping for thebest, and then
move on regardless of theresults, likethe carpen-
ter apparently did? Or doweredlly put forth the
effort to properly “hang” our theological cabinets?

But to what, you might ask, do we anchor our
religiousbeliefs? In Matthew’ s Gospel weread,

When the Pharisees heard that he had
silenced the Sadducees, they gathered
together, and one of them, alawyer, asked
himaquestiontotest him. “Teacher, which
commandment inthelaw isthe greatest?’
Hesaidtohim,“*Youshall lovetheLord
your Godwith al your heart, and with all
your soul, andwithal your mind.” Thisis
the greatest and first commandment. And a

secondislikeit: *You shall loveyour
neighbor asyourself.” Onthesetwo
commandments hang all thelaw and the
prophets’ (Mat 22:34-40 NRSV).

In this passage, when Jesus saysthe second
commandment is”like” thefirst heisn't saying
they’remerely smilar. Rather, the Greek word he
uses (homoia) meansthe two commandmentsare
basically one. They cannot be separated. We
cannot love God without a so loving our neighbor
and viceversa. Furthermore, he saysthat every
revelation wereceive from other sacred writings
of thetime (the Law and the Prophets) should be
seeninlight of thesetwo great commandments.

In other words, these two commandments arethe
studsupon which everything elseinlifeshould be
anchored.

InMark’sversion of the passage, wherethe
setting isalittledifferent, ascribe confirmsthat
Jesus had indeed answered the question correctly.
The scribe goeson to say that these two com-
mandmentsare”* much moreimportant than all
wholeburnt offeringsand sacrifices.” When Jesus
saw that heanswered wisely, hesaidto him, ‘ You
arenot far fromthekingdom of God'” (Mk 12:33-
34NRSV).

Hanging cabinets can be difficult—for profes-
sionalsaswell asamateurs—for physical cup-
boardsaswell astheological beliefsand under-
standing. Butit’sessential that wetakethetime
and effort to hang them properly.
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“Lives Change Here”

During 2003, the Bishop Quarterman Conference Center has been blessed in many different ways. Thebiggest
blessing isthe opportunity to serve those we see each year and get to know those we hopeto serve. Each year we
striveto uphold our mission:

The Bishop Quarterman Conference Center isamission outpost of the Episcopa Churchinthe
Diocese of Northwest Texas, providing Christian hospitality to people of al ages, faiths, and backgrounds.
Weserve asacenter for education, spiritual growth, personal enrichment, and thetraining of leadersin
both church and society.

In September we had two updatesto the Conference Center: anew Labyrinth Crossand the Bivins Dining Hall
wasredecorated. The Labyrinth Crosswasagift from the Rev. David and Julie Krause of Lubbock. It wasde-
signed by LindaCullen of Lubbock and isnow housed at the center of the Labyrinth. Bishop Ohl will dedicateit
sometimein 2004. It standsfourteen feet tall and has abrushed aluminum dovedescending inthemiddle. Itisa
beautiful addition to the Conference Center and, wethank Julie and David for their generosity and support.

TheDining Hall wasredecorated to giveit amorewelcoming look. Thewallswere painted asoft taupe and
new paintingsand artwork were added. A new buffet linewith asalad bar wasintroduced at Diocesan Clergy
Conferencetoravereviews. Thisproject wasfunded through money that was set aside for upgradesto thefacilities.

InthisAdventureyou will find an envelopefor the Conference Center. Wewould likevery much to keep
upgrading our facilitiesto makethem moreattractiveand inviting. Werely heavily on donationsfromindividuasin
our Dioceseto exceed the standard of excellence we haveworked hard to achieve. Please help us continueto make
adifferenceinthelivesof all those we encounter by giving agift to the Conference Center thisyear. We use dona-
tionsinmany different areasand would like to focus on thosein need of the most attention: maintenance, hospitality,
improvementsand supplies. Every dollar countsand isused to create aspiritual experiencefor everyonewho visits.

And lastly, thank you to all in our Diocese who support the Conference Center each year either financialy,
physically or in spirit. Weinviteyouto comevisit usif you haven’t beeninawhile, wewelcomevisitorsto comeand
spend sometime here, or schedule your next retreat, reunion or business meeting herewith us.

We areblessed to beapart of God’scommunity inthisDiocese. Please keep usinyour prayersaswe embark
on another year. We hopeto see many of you in 2004!

InHim,

Brant and Courteney Gill

The Bishop Quarterman Conference Center
(806) 383-6878 office

bgcctx@aol.com email

www.bqgcc.org website
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We appreciate al the churches, businesses, non-profitsand individua swho con-
tinueto support useach year. Through utilizing our facility, we hope being ableto
cometogether at our Conference Center for their gathering changestheir lives
somehow.

AmarilloCollege

Camp Cactus (Sponsored by Junior League of Amarillo for kidsaffected by AIDSHIV)
Chrigt Covenant Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Amarillo
Dioceseof NWTX Clergy spouses (SheilaOhl)

Corporate Systemsof Amarillo

Diocese of NWTX Deacons Retreat (the Venerable DanaWilson)
Dioceseof NWTX Clergy Conference (Bishop Ohl)

Dioceseof NWTX Youth Events (the Rev. JohnWatson)

Diocese of NWTX Episcopa ChurchWomen (Terry Jolliffe)
Diocese of NWTX Happening (Jenness Gilles)

Diocese of NWTX Happy Camp (the Venerable DanaWilson)
Dioceseof NWTX Camp Quarterman

Hugh O’ Brien L eadership Foundation

Panhandle Zone of L utheran Women, Texas Panhandle
Valleyview Church of the Nazarene, Amarillo

Orthodox Presbyterian Presbytery of the Southwest Church Camp
Puckett Elementary, Amarillo

S. Andrew’ sEpiscopd School, Amarillo

S. Paul’ sonthePlains, Lubbock Vestry Retreat

S. Peter’s, AmarilloAnnual Picnic

Southwest Church of Christ, Amarillo

ThomasReunion

Thursday Bible Sudy, TexasPanhandle

Wilson Family Reunion

We also would liketo thank those we served for thefirst time and hopeweare
ableto servethem again through the coming years.

Affiliated Foods, Amarillo

CareNet CrisisPregnancy Center, Amarillo

Dickerson/Muncy Reunion

Hill Reunion

San Jacinto ChrigtianAcademy, Amarillo

PanhandleAids Support Organization/TX Dept. of Health, Amarillo
Plum Creek Fellowship, Amarillo

Beam Family Reunion
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Convention

by Carolyn Hearn, Executive Secretary, Diocesan Office

The45thAnnual Diocesan Conventionin
Amarillo began with asacred music concert under
thedirection of Margaret Lacy in the beautiful
new nave of St. Andrew’s Church. The concert
and Evensong, theorgan, soloists, chair, S.
Andrew’sringers, and string quartet combined to
begin the convention on anote of peace, joy, grace
and beauty. A lively and deliciousreception
followed. Themusicwasagainahighlight at the
Sunday Eucharist, Ordination and UTO Ingather-
ing. Thenavewasfilledto overflowingwith
worshipersaccompanied by handbells, bagpipes, a

brassquartet and percussionists, abeautiful Dove
kite, and St. Andrew’schoirs.

S. Cyprian’sAdmitted to Convention

TheRev. Bill Nix, Panhandle Regiona
Missioner and Chair of the Mission Committee,
petitioned on behalf of the committeefor St.
Cyprian’s Church, Amarillo, to beadmitted asa
congregation. St. Cyprian’swarden and delegate
were seated on thefloor of convention during a
standing ovation by convention members. The

-

Bishop Ohl asperging the people during the Sunday morning Eucharist.

congregation meetsat . Peter’'sChurchin
Amaillo.

Election Results

Mr. Dick Davisof St. Peter’s, Amarillo, was
elected to afiveyear term onthe Board of Trust-
ees; Mrs. LizaPhilpy of Holy Trinity, Midland, and
theRev. JmLiggett of . Mary’s, Big Spring,
were elected to three year termson the Standing
Committee; and the Rev. Clifton Mann of St.
Andrew’s, Amarillo, waselected to afiveyear
termontheEcclesiastical Tria Court.

Executive Council memberselected earlier at
deanery convocationsare: Eagle Cove- Mr. Rod
Wetsel of St. Sephen’s, Sweetwater (07); Llano
Estacado - Deacon MelissaWafer-Crossof St.
Christopher’s, Lubbock (04); the Rev. Margaret
Austin, S. Stephen’s, Lubbock (07); Panhandle-
DeaconTami Logsdon, &. Andrew’s, Amarillo
(05); the Rev. JohnWatson, S. Peter’s, Amarillo
(06); Mr. Jack Curtis, St. Matthew’s, Pampa (07);
and Permian Basin - Mr. Charles Chambersof St.
John’'s, Odessa (07). The Executive Council will
meet January 9-10, 2004, at the Bishop
Quarterman Conference Center to build commu-
nity and begin planning for 2004.

DFM S Funding Resolution Adopted

Theconventionvotedtolet eachindividual
member decide how muchif any of their pledge
will gotoward funding the ministry of the* national
church,” formally known asthe Domestic and
Foreign Missionary Society of the Episcopal
ChurchintheUnited States. After lengthy and
heartfelt debate, the convention adopted the
following resolution:

Resolved: That for the calendar year
2004 any member of aParish, Missionor
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Congregation may e ect inwriting not to
haveany portion of hisor her pledge paid
to the Diocesefor the benefit of the
Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society
(DFEMYS). Noticeof such election shal be
madeinwriting on or before January 15th,
2004, to the Parish, Mission or Congrega-
tion.

Onor before January 30, 2004, the Parish,
Mission or Congregation shall notify the Diocese
of the percentage which representsthe amount of
suchtotal electionsin relation to thetotal pledge
amount of such Parish, Mission or Congregation.
Theamount of any such reduction shall accord-
ingly decreasein the same amount the payment by
the Diocesetothe DFMS.

Bishop’s Appointments

Bishop Ohl appointed and the Convention
confirmed Mr.Ted A. Liggett of S. Paul’s, Lub-
bock, as Chancellor for aterm through 2006. The
Rev. Jm Liggett was appointed and confirmed as
Chair of the Commission on Ministry aswere
thirteen members. The Rev. Larry Spannagel of
S. Peter’s, Borger, will serve asPanhandle
Regiona Missioner beginningin January. Bishop

Pat and Anne Northcutt, Convention Co-Chairs.

Ohl a so appointed deans of each convocation:
Eagle Cove: The Rev. DennisBosley, Sweetwater
and Colorado City. L1ano Estacado: The Rev.
Canon Mike Ehmer. Panhandle: The Rev. Jo
RobertsMann, St. Andrew’s, Amarillo. Permian
Basin: The Rev. David M ossbarger, . Barnabas',
Odessa. A completelist of thebishop’ sappoint-
ments, deanery and ECW electionsisavailable
onlineat NWT.ORG or contact the diocesan
office.

ChrisWrampelmeier Ordained Deacon

Congratul ations and best wishesto Christo-
pher Kent Wrampelmeier of St. Andrew’s, Ama-
rillo, who was ordai ned to the Sacred Order of
Deaconsby Bishop WallisOhl at the Convention
Eucharist, November 9.

Special Convention Scheduled March 6

In hisChargeto Convention, Bishop Ohl
calledfor aspecia convention on March 6, 2004,
at St. Paul’s, Lubbock, to deal primarily with
possible amendmentsto the 2004 budget.

Other Convention Highlights

Twenty-three exhibitors, featuring everything
from massagesto beautiful vestments, jewelry,
carvings, woven garmentsand accessories, and
booksand recordings, greeted delegatesupon their
arrival at the convention area.

Bishop Ohl, suffering fromlaryngitis, turned
hisdutiesaachair over to Standing Committee
President PatriciaRussell of St. Paul’s, Lubbock,
who graciously presided over the convention. The
Rev. TitusPreder, Dean of the Episcopal Theo-
logical Seminary of the Southwest, addressed the
Conventionon Missioninthe21st Century which

Bishop Ohl introduces Deacon Christopher
Wrampelmeier and his family.

ledtotablegroup discussions. General Convention
deputies presented areport and video on the 2003
Genera Convention. The Rev. CanonMike
Ehmer read the Bishop’s Chargeto the Convention
and the Sunday sermon. The 2004 Budget and
Apportionmentswere adopted as presented.

A report from Mrs. BarbaraDavis, Chair of
the Quarterman Conference Center Board, was
accompanied by avideo of the* present and
future’” membersand leaders of the Church who
build their ministry and community at the BQCC.

Continued on page 12
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Many of the beautiful photos of BQCC campers,
youth event attendees and staff were taken by
Courteney Gill, OperationsManger of the
BQCC. A presentation was madeby Mr. Mark
Waterson how to beaJubilee Ministry Center.
Claire Cowden thanked members of the Diocese
who have responded to the bishop’scall for
community ministriesand outlined the Fresh Start
programwhich beginsNov. 15.

The Saturday evening socia hour and dinner
dancewereadeightful break from“business.”
Membersof theAmarillo churches, convention
delegates and guestsfeasted, visited, and danced
into the night to music from atalented band.
Handsomemeninkiltswereadelightful vision at
the dance and at the Sunday Eucharist. On
Sunday morning the Convention bid atearful but
joyful farewell to the Rev. Jake Clemmens, the
Rev.John Loving and the Rev. Bill Nix whowill
retire December 31. Convention offeringswill go
to Episcopa Relief and Development Fund, St.
Cyprian’s Congregation and Deacon
Wrampemeier’sdiscretionary fund. Resolutions
andreportsareavailableonlineat NWT.ORG or
from the diocesan office.

Leading the processional are The Rev. Clifton Mann,
Rector, &. Andrews and The Rev. Jo Roberts Mann,
Associate Rector, St. Andrews.

Retirees - The Rev. Jake Clemmens, The Rev.John Loving and The Rev. Bill Nix.

The Reverend Jacob Sephen Clemmens

Whereas arare blessing wafted our way from
the Southern Baptists on the plains of Oklahoma
when Jacob Stephen Clemmensreceived holy
ordersinthis Church and accepted acall tothis
Diocese, and

Whereas he has served the Episcopal Church
faithfully, skillfully, honorably and lovingly asthe
rector of Saint Matthew’s Church, Pampa; as
Dean of the Panhandle Deanery, asamember of
the Standing Committee of thisdiocese, aschair-
man of the Conference Center Governing Board,
and asadeputy to the General Convention, and

Whereashisdevotion to Jesus Christ and to
the peopleof hischurch asashepherd, scholar,
preacher, priest, and friend hasbeen unexcelled in
thisdiocese, and

Whereashislovely wife, Laura, hasbeen an
inspirationto usall of thoughtfulness, duty, and
patience, and

Whereas Jake's mel odious voice has charmed
the clergy conference year after year when he has

ledinthesinging of those beloved old Gospel songs
that pluck our heart stringsand, indeed, bring tears
to many eyes;

Therefore beit resolved that we, theAnnual
Convention of the Episcopa Churchinthe Diocese
of Northwest Texas, wish Jake and L auramany
yearsof happinessand prosperity asthey retire
into the Oklahomavineyard from which they
sprang and say, “ God blessand keep you, and
know that you will beapart of usforever.”

The Reverend John Harnish Loving

Whereas Northwest Texas hasreceived
many wonderful giftsfrom the Old Dominion, none
has been more bel oved than the gift of John
Harnish L oving, aRichmond native who came our
way viaOklahomain 1990, and

Whereas John has served faithfully, skillfully,
and may wesay “lovingly,” asrector of Emmanuel
Parish, SanAngelo, and

Whereashislovely wife, Nancy, has been an
effectiveand valuableleader inthe SanAngelo
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Convention Resolutions Honoring our

Retiring Priests

by The Rev. Canon David Ved

community aswell asin the Parish and Diocese,
enriching our liveswith art and beauty of many
sorts, and

Whereas John has served the Episcopal
Church in sundry ways, as chairman of the dioc-
esan Commission on Ministry, Education for
Ministry Coordinator, Dean of the Eagle Cove
Deanery, member of the General Board of Exam-
ining Chaplains, Trustee of the General Theol ogical
Seminary, and deputy to two General Conventions,
ad

Whereashe hasdelighted and edified uswith
hismusic and liturgical knowledge, and

Whereas John has been anintegral and
val uable member of thisdiocesan family, aparagon
of good tasteand godly deportment, aninteresting
and reliable author, teacher, and preacher, and a
model family manandfriend of al,

Therefore beit resolved that we, theAnnual
Convention of the Episcopa ChurchintheDiocese
of Northwest Texas, say to John, asheretires
fromtheleisurely life of arector and movesinto
thefast lane of Austin society, wewishyou

Godspeed, afond adieu, alifeof joy and grace,
and every timeyou receivethat pension cheque,
remember that you are apart of usand we of you.

The Reverend William Dale Nix, Jr.

Whereas, in atime of need in the Diocese of
Northwest Texas, no onewas surprised that the
good L ord provided uswith ahandsome, erudite,
and princely young priest, William Dale Nix, Jr., but
that hewould bean Aggiedid surprise some, and

Whereasthisgraduate of the Seminary of the
Southwest, wastutored and counsel ed by sage and
wizened fathers of the church: George
Quarterman, Sam Hulsey, Don Hungerford, and
Hugh Magers, and one mother: Patricia
Masterman, and grew in wisdom and stature on
the oil soaked plainsof Odessa, and

Whereasheraised up Saint Stephen’s, Lub-
bock into asparkling, singing, indeed tinkling and
aromatic, parishand

Whereas he, as Canonto the Ordinary, did us
servicesthat would benefit usfor many yearsto

comewhen he organized our financesand invest-
mentsand prepared adiocesan liturgical custom-
ary which guided usthrough the difficult time of
adjusting to the* 79 revision of the Prayer Book,
ad

Whereashewasapillar of All Saints' School
and from then on has been atrusted friend of
Episcopa Schoolsin Texasand the Nation, and
although, in 1986 heleft usfor afew yearstodo
missionary servicein Fort Worth, and

Whereas Father Nix returned and lovingly
pastored Saint Andrew’ s Amarillo, through the
traumaand grief of thelossof itstreasured old
building, and

Whereashe hasskillfully put together aviable
network of missionsin the Panhandle, and

Whereashis* partner,” Puddin, hasbeena
model to usall of faithful and patient motherhood
and marital grace, and

Whereasthrough theyearsBill has served the
whole Episcopal Churchinmany ways. asa
General Convention deputy, asamember of the
Joint Committee on Program, Budget, and Finance,
asaTrustee of the Seminary of the Southwest,
and amember of the Governing Board of the
National Association of Episcopa Schoaols,

Thereforebeit resolved that, now as he puts
on hisspursand sanctusbellsthat jingle, jangle,
jingle, and preparesto ride off, trailing incense
cloudsof glory, wesay “Adios, PadreBill”, thank
you and may God blessyou.
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WHY SEEK THE JUBILEE DESIGNATION?

Second Article in a Series on Jubilee Ministry

by Dr. Mark Waters
Diocesan Jubilee Officer, Episcopa Diocese of
Northwest Texas

Thepreviousarticleinthisseriesexplained
the nature of Jubilee Ministry, including thetypes
of organizationsthat can be designated as Jubilee
Ministry Centers. Thisarticlefocuseson reasons
for becoming aJubilee Ministry Center and how to
aoply.

Jubilee Ministry Centers servethe poor and
oppressed through empowerment and advocacy.
Why would an Episcopa parish, anecumenica
cluster with an Episcopal presence, or an agency
with connectionsto the Episcopal Church - aready
involved in ministry to the poor and oppressed -
want to become aJubilee Ministry Center?In
other words, if achurch or organizationisalready
serving the poor, what isthe advantage of gaining
the Jubilee designation? Several reasons present
themselves.

Ministry Resour ces and Networking

Jubilee Ministry Centers have accessto over
600 other Jubilee Centersin the United Statesand
in Puerto Rico, the Virgin Idands, Honduras, Haiti,
Dominican Republic, Mexico, Spain, and Brazil.
Networking with centersthat providesimilar
services can supply pricelessfeedback, ideas, and
toolsfor ministry. Similarly, staff memberswith
parallel positions can seek mutual input that
enrichestheir foundation of service. Why “reinvent
thewheel” or find one’'sway alonewhen others
havetraveled smilar paths?

The Jubilee web page,
www.episcopal church.org/jubilee, offersacenter
directory with contact information for Jubilee

Center Directors and Diocesan Jubilee Officers, a
list of upcoming events, aroster of membersof the
Advisory Committeefor Jubilee Ministry and many
other valuableresources.

Training

In addition to ministry enrichment that can
result from the resources and networking that are
available, annual training eventsare provided for
Jubilee Center Directorsand for Diocesan Jubilee
Officers(DJO’s). Each DJO, inturn, can provide
training opportunitiesin his’her local diocese.

Advocacy

Jubilee Ministry isapart of Peace and Justice
Ministriesof the Episcopa Church, USA. Jubilee
Centersreceiveregular updatesfrom the Episco-
pal Public Policy Network, agrassroots network of
Episcopalianswho communicate with Congress
and the Administration about public policy issues.
Some Jubilee Centersfocus primarily on human
rightsadvocacy. Advocacy isoneway to be
involvedin serving Jesus“intheleast of these’
(Matthew 25:30ff).

Potential Funding

Finally, the Jubilee designation can open doors
for funding from Episcopa Relief and Develop-
ment or from other sources. Theapplication
process|eading to becoming adesignated center is

K

Jubilee Ministry

thorough. Consequently, somefunderswill recog-
nize such adesignation asamark of trust.

How doesa parish or agency apply for
designation as a Jubilee Ministry Center?

Thefirst step inthe application processisto
make surethat aparticular ministry meetsthe
appropriate criteria. Asnoted in the previous
articleinthisseries, thesecriteriaareasfollows:

1. Must bean Episcopa Congregation,
ecumenical cluster with an Episcopal presence,
and/or an agency with connectionsto the Episco-
pal Church.

2. Must be engaged in programsamong and
with poor and oppressed peoplewherever they are
located.

3. Mustincludeat least one or more of the
following:

a. humanrightsadvocacy

b. human service programs

c. lay leadership/empowerment programs

4. Must bewillingto:

a. reflecttheologically uponitslearningsin
minisry

b. demonstratethe operation of itsprograms
to othersasmodels

C. act asaresource center for other Jubilee
Ministry Centers



The Adventure

Advent, Christmas, Epiphany Page 15
2003 APPORTIONMENTS
PAID Thru October 31, 2003
(83% of the year)
Church Apportionment Paid Balance Due % Paid
Abilene, Heavenly Rest 117,826.83 88,370.10 29,456.73 5%
Abilene, SMark’s 11,676.63 12,000.00 (323.37) 103%
Albany, Trinity 1,232.54 123254 100%
Amarillo, SAndrew’s 110,536.71 92,114.10 18,422.61 83%
Amarillo, S Peter’s 52,082.10 32,756.90 19,325.20 63%
Andrews, St. Matthias 1,840.00 1,840.00 100%
If these criteriaare met, thefollowing process Big Spring, . Mary’s 38,806.32 32,328.61 6,477.71 83%
isto befollowed for application: Borger, St Peter’s 16,721.73 13,935.00 2,786.73 83%
Brownfield, Good Shepherd 5,348.91 5,348.90 0.01 100%
1. Acquirean application from the Diocesan Canyon, S. George's 10,192.21 8,491.40 1,700.81 83%
Jubilee Officer (DJO). If aDiocese does not have Childress, &. Luke's 930.74 930.74 100%
such an officer, then an applicationismadedirectly Clarendon, S John's 2,221.80 2,221.80 100%
to the National Jubilee Officer. Coleman, . Mark’s 8,201.76 8,199.00 2.76 100%
2. Completed applicationsarereturnedto the Colorado City, All Saints 3,376.20 2,644.00 732.20 78%
DJO and to the Bishop, who must endorse Ddhart, St. James 24,862.53 20,718.70 4,143.83 83%
applications. Dumas, . Paul’s 3,072.27 2,588.00 484.27 84%
3. Theapplicationisthen sent to the National Hereford, St. Thomas 10,985.91 4,678.03 6,307.88 43%
Jubilee Officeand asitevisitor isassigned to visit Kermit, S. Peter’s 1,223.00 1,223.00 100%
the program. Levelland, S. Luke's 3,283.35 2,730.00 553.35 83%
4. Thedtevisitor makesarecommendation Lubbock, &. Chri stopher 'S 40,398.12 30,298.50 10,099.62 5%
and submitsit to the National Jubilee Officer Lubbock, S. Paul’s 76,436.43 63,697.00 12,739.43 83%
5. TheNational Jubilee Officer writesa Lubbock, . Stephen’s 58,035.60 48,363.00 9,672.60 83%
report on all submitted paperwork and presentsit Midland, Holy Trinity 178,462.20 148,718.38 29,743.82 83%
to the Executive Council of the Episcopal Church. Midland St. Nicholas 91,123.38 75,936.20 15,187.18 83%
After reviewing the application, the Executive Monahans, St. James 4,388.16 3,660.00 728.16 83%
Council votesto affirm programswhich meet the Odessa, St. Barnabas 51,585.87 42,988.30 8,597.57 83%
established criteria Odessa, S. John's 39,335.%4 32,802.50 6,533.44 83%
Odessa, SanMiguel 756.00 756.00 100%
Contact Mark Watersat 325-672-2118 or Pampa, . Matthew’s 37,048.79 30,874.20 6,174.59 83%
mwaters@justpeopl eabilene.org for further infor- Perryton,All Saints 653.28 654.48 (1.20) 100%
mation about Jubilee Ministry. Thethird articlein Plainview, . Mark’s 1217241 10,143.34 2,029.07 83%
thisserieswill focuson key components of Jubilee Quanah, Trinity 880.14 1,416.00 (535.86) 161%
Ministry: Advocacy, Empowerment, Evangelism, SanAngelo, Emmanuel 79,798.95 52,609.77 27,189.18 66%
and Outreach. SanAngelo, Good Shepherd 49,856.94 37,392.75 12,464.19 5%
Shamrock, St Michadl’s 229.42 230.00 (0.58) 100%
Information for this article was gleaned Sweetwater, S Stephens# 24542.07 20,451.80 4,090.27 83%
from various Jubilee publications and the Vernon, Grace 2,494.88 2,494.80 0.08 100%
Jubilee website, http://
www.episcopal church.org/ TOTALS 1,172,620.12 937,837.84 234,782.28 80%




Page 16

The Adventure

Advent, Christmas, Epiphany

Ministry at Vigeat Radix Hermitage

by AnnE. Seele, member of St. Luke’sChurchin
CypressMill, Texasand Secretary-Treasurer of
the Solitariesof DeKoven

TheVigeat Radix Hermitage near SantaAnna
isaplaceof prayer and tranquility amid the sounds
of nature and an occasional passingtrain. The
hermitageiscomprised of alarge WWII1 army
barracksand asmall cabin surrounded by 28 acres
of woods and pasture. Naturetrails meander
through the property and there are several “ prayer
stations’ where one can sit and meditate.

Asresident hermit, she spendsher day ina
monastic round of prayer, study and work. She
provideshospitality for folkswishing to pull apart
for afew days of retreat, and afew timesayear
shewill preach or lead aquiet day in acongrega-
tioninour diocese. She supports herself and the
hermitage by making and salling Anglican Prayer
Beads, also called Anglican Rosaries. Thisisa
relatively new prayer formwhichisablending of
the Marian (Roman Catholic) Rosary and the
Orthodox Jesus Prayer Rope. Asshecraftsthe

Prayer Beads shepraysfor thosewho will be using
them.

Oneof the challengesof beingahermitin
today’sfast paced worldisthat thevocationis
often misunderstood even inthe Church. Weare
so used to judging one’sval ue on what one does
that to agreat extent we don’t know what to think
of someonewhose vocation isto berather thanto
do. Intheearly centuriesof the Church, hermits
wereacentral part of thefabric of the Church.
Living ontheoutskirtsof society, they were
symbolsof God’ spresenceand love. Thereare
storiesof townsand villagesvying with one
another to attract hermits, and even stories of one
town kidnapping another’sresident hermit. 1t was
even believed at onetimethat the Nile' sannual
flooding that irrigated the cropswas dueto the
prayersof the Christian hermitswho livedinthe
area

Today the vocation of ahermit isoften seen
asanachronistic, and yet thereisdefinitely a
resurgence of the vocation withinthe Church,
especially the Roman Catholic and Anglican. It
hasbeen said that the hermit witnessesto a
countercultural view. Lifeismeasured not by
doing but by being. Thework of prayer demands
adiscipline comparableto any other endeavor.
Thiswork of prayer isnot oneof life'sextracur-
ricular activities, donein sparetime, but isthevery
foundation of any other work a Christian may
undertake. Prayer isaction.

Thereare currently about 15 hermitsinthe
Episcopa Church, sothe Diocese of Northwest
Texasisonly oneof afew that hasaresident
hermit. You can hel p support and encourage
solitariesintheir vocationin severa ways. The
firstisto pray for vocationsto the Religiouslifein

the Church, both communitiesand solitaries.
Closer to home, you might consider making a
“working retreat” at the Vigeat Radix Hermitage,
offering your time and talentsto hel p with upkeep
tasks. And of course, purchasing the Anglican
Prayer Beads hel ps not only support the hermitage
but those who use the Beads.

Contact Sr. Brigit-Carol by writing the Vigeat
Radix Hermitage, 1101 CR 204, SantaAnna, TX
76878. 325/348-9309 E-mail: vigeat.radix@web-
access.net
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EPISCOPAL

v Relief and Development

by LedieBoykin

Inmy job as Diocesan Coordinator for Episco-
pal Relief and Development (ERD) | have become
increasingly aware of theincrediblework done by
thisarm of our Church. Through monthly newd et-
ters sent by the New York office of ERD, we are
told of disastersand needs occurring around the
world and at home and theimmediate response
provided by ERD.

Thisassistanceispossible only because of the
generogity of individuals (you and me!) and the
deliberate efforts of the Parish Representativesto
inform their Parishes of theimportance of support-
ing these efforts. If your Parish hasnot desig-
nated a Sunday for ERD ingathering, pleasedo so
now. The needs have never been greater, but
together we can make adifferenceinthelivesof
millionsof needy people.

ERD has prepared avery fine educational tool
caled Every Day Counts. Who could possibly
read some of thefollowing and not be moved to
respond to these needs!

More than 10,000 people are killed
every year from hurricanes, earth-
quakesand floods. ERD respondsto
disastersanytimethey strike, anywhere
intheworld. Most recently firesin
Montanaand Californiahavedicited
responsefrom ERD.

Every 8 seconds a child diesfrom
drinkingdirty water. ERD helps
communitiesdevel op sourcesof clean
water, buildswater treatment, storage
and supply systems.

840 million people worldwide go to
bed hungry every night. ERD helps
familiesand communitiesgrow more
food, suppliesdrought-resi stant seeds,
provides goatsand cowsfor milk to
improvetheir nutrition.

Three billion people live on less
than $2.00 per day. ERD addresses
thecritical issuesin poor communities
by providing housing, health care, and
education for adultsand children aswell
ashelping people start small businesses.

Thesearejust afew of the many needsin our
worldtoday. Please keepthework of ERD in
your prayersand continueto give generously toits
work. For moreinformation, youmay visittheir
website at www.er-d.org or Contact Leslie
Boykinat Iboykin@swbell.net or 325-692-6633

Doctor of Ministry
Program begins its
30th Year at
Sewanee

TheDoctor of Ministry Program of the
University of the South beginsits 30th year this
summer.

TheDoctor of Ministry (D.Min.)programis
one of thefew inthe U.S. which operatesonly
during the summer months. Thismeansthat
clergy can participatein the program without a
major interruption inther parish responsibilities. It
affordsan opportunity for studentsto study inan
Episcopd seminary inauniversity setting.

The program stressestherelationship be-
tween the practice of ministry, and biblical, histori-
cal andtheological knowledge. A Master of
Sacred Theology program focusing onresearch
skillsisalso available. Theprogram usually takes
three or four summersto complete.

TheD.Min. program consists of 30 semester
hours. Studentsarerequired to completeamajor
project, which isastudy of somedimension of
one'sministry or theministry of the church.
Financial aidisavailable.

Anglican HeritageTour coursewill be offered
May 26-June 8, 2004. Instructor will beDr.
SusannaMetz. Inquiriesabout theAnglican Tour
course should be addressed to the Programs
Center, School of Theology, 335 TennesseeAve.,,
Sewanee, TN 37383-0001.

Thedatesfor theAdvanced Degree summer
courses of 2004 are June 23- July 14.

Courses offered this summer inthe Advanced
Degreesprogramwill be*1ssuesin Recent Ameri-
can Church History” by Dr. Donald Armentrout;
“Introduction to Spiritua Direction” by Dr. Robert
Hughes; “ Orthodoxy and The Wound of Knowl -
edge: The Theology of RowanWilliams™ by Dr.
Joseph Monti; and “ Chrigtian Initiation” by Dr.
JamesTurrell.

Inquiries about theAdvanced Degrees sum-
mer courses should be addressedto Don. S.
Armentrout, Advanced Degrees Program, School
of Theology, 335 Tennessee Ave, Sewanee, TN
37383-0001. Telephone800-722-1974 for all of
the above courses. Email advdeg@sewanee.edu
and theweb siteiswww.sewanee.edu
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by Claire Cowden,
Diocesan Ministries Coordinator

“Grace; with God therereally isafreelunch.”
Thisisthemotto for Emmanuel Church’s excep-
tiona ministry withloca High School students.
The Undercroft Café feeds 200-280 studentslunch
on Tuesdays & Thursdaysin asafe, welcoming
environment. Studentscan eat at small café
tables, loungein bean-bag chairs & on soft furni-
ture, or sit at moretraditional longtables. Thefinal
meal of the school year isacelebratory cook-out,
with decorationsin the school’ scolorsblue &
orange. Word-of-mouth hasalways been theonly
advertising. Theyouth who participate represent a
broad cross-section of the High School. The
studentsclearly appreciatethe hospitaity and
nourishing medls.

How did thisministry begin?

Therootsof the Undercroft Cafélieina
youth program shared between Emmanuel & Good
Shepherd churches. 1n 1997 thisgroup of four to
five students acquired an espresso machinefor
participantsto enjoy coffee & visiting during their
meetings.

Soon afterwards, Emmanuel’sundercroft area
was renovated with proceedsfrom afinancia
settlement. The 5,000 square-foot space became

the KrepsY outh Center, with asmall kitchen &
large meeting area.

Youth group membersbegan coming to
Emmanuel for lunch, and the Tuesday L adies
Group made sandwichesfor them. Student
attendance gradually increased over theyears.
KateWiseheart, astudent activeinthedrama
department, began inviting asmany studentsasshe
could to come over to church for lunch, and the
program really began taking off at thispoint.

What accountsfor this ministry’s success?

L ocated downtown, Emmanuel churchisa
brief two minute drivefrom Central High School.
Lunchisfree. And, asthe Rev. Mike Smith says,
“theenvironment is purely hospitable. Thereisno
attempt to recruit church or youth group members
for Emmanuel. Thisisimportant for keeping the
trust of other pastorsin San Angelo.”

What kind of support doessuch aministry
require?

Lotsof volunteer |abor supportsthisministry.
Jan Ulrich & Susan Garvin, Emmanue’sParish
Secretary, are mainstays of the program. Jan does
most of themeal planning, shopping and cooking,
and she superviseslunchtime. Asthey areable,
additiona volunteershelp set-up and serve medls.

Emmanuel hasalarge Wednesday evening
program, and theWednesday cooksknow to
prepare extrafood to serve asthe basisfor
Thursday lunch. For example, Wednesday’s
brisket became Thursday’s chopped Bar-B-Que
sandwiches.

Emmanuel’ s operating budget supportsthe
Undercroft Caféwith $5,000 per year for ex-
penses.

Various persons & groupsalso make dona-
tions. When Jan expressed the need for aknife
that would cut warm butter, shereceived aset of
knivesfor the Café skitchen.

What istheimpact of thisministry?

School counselorsknow about the program,
and they send studentswith financid difficulties.
Mike Smith has heard from therapiststhat for
some at-risk studentslunch at Emmanuel isthe
only timeduring the school day they feel safeand
welcome. Onestudent told avolunteer “Thisis
the safest | feel all week.”

Jan Ulrich says, “Themeal istheblessing,”
both for the students and for the volunteerswho
share Christ’shospitality to makeit happen. One

Emmanuel parishioners prepare to serve lunch. From
left to right, Sr. Warden Jess Stanford, Billy & Susan
Garvin, Cafe alum Brooks Wehner and Jan Ulrich.
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student says she keeps coming back because“It’s

free. And peopleareso niceand say thank you.”
Another benefitisshared missionwithlocal

churches. First Baptist and SierraVistaUnited

M ethodist churches each prepare & serveone

meal amonth.

What obstaclescomewith thisministry and
how arethey handled?

Thebeginning of the school year istypicaly
when studentstend to berowdy. The Senior
studentsquickly let the Juniorsknow the rules of
etiquettefor the café. Jan and other volunteers set
thetone by making behavior expectationsvery
clear. If agroupisgetting rowdy, Jan clapsher
hands, al 100+ studentsimmediately become
silent, Jan remindsthem of proper behavior while
at thecafé, and itimmediately settlesdown.

Themost significant challengerecently was
thefirstincident of theft. One of the volunteers
had her cell phone stolen. Studentsweretold that
if thiskind of thing happened again, the caféwould
close. Thisincident wasarare disappointmentin
an otherwisevery smooth ministry.

Timeisanother challenge. Thisyear Central
High School moved from a50-minuteto a35-
minutelunch. Cafévolunteerswere concerned
thiswould adversely affect student participation,
but dueto Central’sclose proximity to Emmanuel
thishasnot happened. Thevolunteersareaso
dedicated to serving thefood as quickly and
efficiently aspossible. They make surethey are
ready to go when thefirst studentsbegin arriving.

Soecial thanks to Brooks Wehner — one of
the “ original” students, the Rev. Mike Smith,
Jan Ulrich and Susan Garvin for information.

The editors are pleased to begin Outreach
Corner. Many thanks to Loretta Fulton of S.
Mark's, Abilene for the idea and format.\\e
hope soon to make Outreach Corner available
on our diocesan web site in a simple format
suggested by Loretta and with the capability to
allow churches to post their own outreach
information to inspire others.

POISONED IN THE PULPIT:
A Father Jarvis Hedlam Mystery

By Allen Whitman (Trafford Publishing, $18.75)

Review by Peggy Nash
Holy Trinity, Midland

Whenfictionissotimely that it readslike
the daily newspaper, agood writer isat work.

Mystery novelist Allen Whitman highlights
the controversia Episcopal Churchissue of
sexual orientation—along with other problems
of drugs, pensions, church politicsandinvest-
ments—in hislatest mystery, the second novel
inthe Father JarvisHedlam series.

Father JarvisHedlam, like Chesterton’s
Father Brown, isaparish priest wholivesin
the continual hurricane' seye of churchleader-
ship. An unassuming, introspectiveindividua,
Jarvisexemplifiesthebasic tension of the
story, the sametension Achillesbrooded over
inhistent onthe plainsof Troy: thediscrep-
ancy between desire and achievement, be-
tween what parishioners seek and what God
dispenses. Bridging the chasm between the
twoisJarvis sjob description—andthenovel’s
theme.

Whitman beginswith aprocessional into
the cathedra at Diocesan Convention. Bishop
Hantwell entersthe pulpit, drinksfrom acup,
prays, and collapsesover the podium. The
story question established, €l aboration begins.

Jarvissortsout the clues, aided by his
new wifeAlex, whomwemet in Whitman's
The Death of the Minister’s Wife, and by
Kelly Cartwright, the Bishop's secretary. (One
can seethat Jarvislikespractical women
rather thanthe“old family silver” type.)
Investigation getstricky because severa
persons closeto the Bishop have motives. One
might think the church isimmuneto power
struggles, but the reader who doessoistoo
naiveto enjoy mystery novels.

Whitman'sstrong pointsasanovelist are
structureand narrativedrive. Hisproseislean
and spare, right to thepoint in describing
character traitsor explaining canonlaw. He
tellsastory that will keep thereader turning

pagesto asurprising resolution. Thus he suc-
ceedsat using fictioninitstruest sense, to
explainthefactsof existenceinfigurativeterms.

Anoverarching dimension of themystery of
Bishop Hantwell’s poisoning isthe greater
mystery of God'sgrace, and how it operatesin
our lives.

AllenWhitman, WorldWar |1 combat
veteran and rector emeritus of Holy Trinity
Episcopal ChurchinMidland, dealswiththe
human muddlefrom experience.

Allen Whitman and Freddie
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by Deacon Roland Rose, Chair of the Diocesan
Committee on Prison Ministry who attended
Camp Good Newsthissummer at Camp Allen
near Navasota.

The Diocese of Texasand Restoration Justice
Ministry under the direction of Coordinator Dr. Ed
Davisof Huntsville haveimplemented aprogram
for children whose parentsare currently in prison.
Dr. Davis pointed out that this program hasthe
possibilitiesof encouraging participantswith
positiveaternativesin the negativeworldinwhich
they live. Many of thesechildrenliveeitherina
single parent home, with grandparents, or infoster
homes. Thelossof oneor both parentsto the
prison systemisdevastating to their self-concept
and well-being. Thisprogramisfinanced by love
offeringsfrom the people of the Diocese of Texas.
Through their support, two campsaredesigned for
ages 10-12 and 13-15 wherethey experience age
appropriatespiritua activities.

Thetheme of the six-day program was
“Winnersand Losers.” Fivebiblical characters
were chosentoillustrate how the power of God

CAMP GOOD NEWS:

and belief intheforces of good over evil can make
adifferencein one'slife. David, Rehab, Gideon,
Paul and Jesus were portrayed aslosers by the
standards of theworld, but by thewill of God
changed both theworld inwhichthey lived and our
world today.

Learning to share and take responsibility was
another factor of the program. Each child belonged
to agroup responsiblefor cleaning their deeping
area, aswell asthe bathroom. Each morning the
roomswerejudged, and thewinning group was
awarded the opportunity to befirstinlinefor meals
thefollowing day.

Beyond thetypical camp activitiesof swim-
ming, horseback riding, three good mealsaday, the
Thursday night dance, and shaving creamwars,
the campers had to work together to achieve
successintheir activities such as canoeing,
blobbing (awater sport), high and low ropes
course, and scaling a30 foot vertical wall. During
theweek they studied birdsof prey that were kept
inaprotective area, touched and studied real live
snakes, watched “Monk” thewonder dog, heard a
presentation of the effectsof addiction by a
member of AA, listened to astory teller using folk
loretoillustrate choosing theright course, and
gazed at the stars.

We must not forget the varied art activities
that took placein relationship to the purpose or
theme of the program. The younger group de-
signed stage sets& costumes and worked on
paper mache animalsfor the production of the
Ark. The older group painted and collaged crosses,
madeAnglican Prayer Beadsand stencil painted
Bibleversesonto canvas.

What did they walk away with other than a
summer camp tee shirt? Each child had amoment
of timewhen they had an opportunity to explore,
dream, bein nature’sglory and realize they were
not alonewith their hurt and pain. They could
survive! They found out that through unbearable
odds, likethose peopleinthebible, they could also
follow the same steps. Love God. Trust inthe
Lord. Know that Jesusdied to givethemtruelife.
The spirit of Jesusiswith them always.

“God Loves You!”

Therewasayoung man called Anthony that
gaveatestimony during our Instructed Eucharist.
Anthony was one of the counsel ors, but Anthony
was morethan that. Anthony, too, went through
the pain that the children were going through.
During hisyoung life, both parentswere placedin
prison and he had to livewith hisgrandmother until
shewastoo old to carefor him. Anthony was
placed in school in another state and then had to
return because hisguardian had lost hisfinancial
holdingsinthe Enron disaster. Still, Anthony kept
working and looking for thegood intheworld. He
said hefelt that God wanted him to experience and
work though these difficulties so that hecould
encourage more children like him to do the same.
Hewasamodern age“ Job”! He never gave up
histrustintheLord! Hetold thechildren, “If there
isonething that | want you to remember fromthis
camp experienceitisthat God lovesyou!”

We hopeinthefutureto offer asimilar
program at Camp Quarterman called “ Promise
Camp” for children who have parentsin prison. It
ishoped that wetoo cantell andillustrate with our
lovethat God lovesthem aswell. How canyou
help in the creation and development of this
program? You may volunteer to beacounselor or
present aprogram during their stay at camp. You
may financially support achild for thissummer
experience. If nothing more, pray for our success
indevel oping amoment of timeinwhichthelove
of God may be shared.



